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- Textiles are flexible materials woven from fibres. 
- In your prior learning, you should have learnt that textiles are used to make 

clothing, sheets, carpets, rugs and a wide variety of other products.  
- Lots of materials are considered as textiles, such as silk, wool, cotton, felt and 

polyester. 
- You will also know that fabrics can be joined in a number of ways, including 

using a range of sewing techniques. 
- Textile designers and makers can use stitches and other techniques to add 

aesthetic appeal to their products. 
- They can also add a number of features to improve the product’s functionality, 

such as a range of fasteners (e.g clasps, ties, buttons, zips and Velcro). 

 
Key vocabulary 

 

Aesthetics The way a product looks 

Appliqué To attach a decorative fabric item 

Design  To come up with and develop ideas for a product 

Embroider To decorate fabric with stitches 

Fasteners A device that closes or secures something 
Functionality The quality of being suited to serve a purpose well 

Mock-up A model which allows you to try out different ideas 

Properties Anything that describes a material 

Sew To join pieces of fabric with stitches 

Template A shape drawn to help with cutting out shapes 

Tie-dye To produce patterns by tying parts of fabric to shield it 
from the dye 

 
Types of stitch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  

Health and safety 
 

• Tie back long hair 
• Remove jewellery 

• Walk carefully around the classroom 

• When using a needle, keep your fingers clear. You can also use a thimble 

• When you are not using your needle, keep it in the same safe place 
• Listen to the teacher’s instructions carefully 

• When you need to move with scissors, hold around the closed blades, 
facing down 


